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Anna had wept over the robbery but, her tears poured out, she
seemed to show no further interest in the vanished jewels. She grew
calmer, more furtive and secretive. She sat near the stove in the room
with its heliotrope curtains, still hugging the green shawl round her
shoulders even though it grew warmer and wanner. Anna sat in her
room, and Frossia thought she had gone into another country: Anna
no longer talked of anything. She behaved as though she and Frossia
had had no common interest in the past, and could find nothing to
share between them in the present. 'She has found something for her
own,' mused Frossia and left Anna alone.

The loss of those three jewels had left her defenceless indeed. She
still had her mother's small dressing-case with gold and malachite
fittings, but the fragile boxes and bottles did not, at least to her in-
experienced eye, suggest any important market value. She also had a
ring, a slight thing of a diamond loop held together by a tiny square
emerald. This, again, had been her mother's, and Frossia had no wish
to part with it. Besides, Anna would now have been unwilling to discuss
any possibilities of barter. Anna had gone into a separate room, locking
the door behind her. When they met, she replied in dry monosyllables
to any casual remark of Frossia's.

* Of course, I have not mentioned the loss to anyone/

Anna's black eyes went ironical.

'How could you mention it? Neither of us has a proof that we ever
had them.'

So Frossia went about searching for work and finding none.
Occasionally she found her way to Moyka. There one morning
she met Lilian, unexpectedly smart in a canary yellow knitted
suit.

'You never came again,' Lilian reproached her loudly and left a
lipstick stain on Frossia's cheek. 'Serge was so attracted by you. He
told me that he had never met anyone so complete, and you know how
particular he is. But you were not very kind to him, Frossia.' She
stroked her skirt. T)o you like it? Straight from Berlin. You must not
ask me how I got it.'

'I should hate Euphrosynia Pavlovna to hear the answer,' muttered

61